15th Finance Commission: Naveen
reiterates demand of Special Category
Status for Odisha
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Bhubaneswar: Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik today extended a warm welcome to the Chairman,
Members, and officials of the 15 Finance Commission and reiterated the demand of Special

Category Status for Odisha.

A meeting between the Odisha Government and the Commission was held here today in the
presence of ministers and senior bureaucrats of the state government and Nand Kishore Singh,

chairman of the commission.



The Chief Minister said, “It is in this premise of historic Central neglect and frequent natural
calamities that my Government has been demanding Special Category Status for Odisha which

will supplement our efforts in transforming the State.”

The Odisha CM also sought a special package of Rs 1500 crore to build more cyclone shelters

and improve disaster warning system in the state.

“The Finance Commission is a unique Constitutional authority, with the mandate for making

recommendations to the Union Government on the principles of revenue sharing,” Patnaik said.

The chief minister also presented some major suggestions of Odisha to the Commission which
area: Increasing tax devolution from 42% to 50% 2; making cess and surcharges as part of
divisible pool; use of 1971 population as devolution criteria; extension of GST compensation for

another 10 years, clean energy cess to be spent in Coal Mining Areas.

“We have submitted a detailed memorandum to the Commission. I am hopeful that the
Commission will incorporate all our suggestions and aid in the rapid progress of Odisha,”

Patnaik urged the commission.

It may be mentioned here that the Finance Commission is on a four-day visit to Odisha to hold

detailed meetings with the state government and discuss its financial and other issues.



Odisha requests 15th Finance Commission to
increase tax devolution to 50%

Update Odisha Bureau January 9, 2019 Government

Bhubaneswar: Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik on Wednesday requested the Fifteenth
Finance Commission to increase tax devolution from 42% to 50%.
Meeting the Fifteenth Finance Commission here, the Chief Minister said the 1971 population

should be used as devolution criteria.

He also requested making cess and surcharges as part of divisible pool, extension of GST

compensation for another 10 years and Clean Energy Cess to be spent in coal mining areas.

Informing that Odisha has been facing historic central neglect and frequent natural calamities, he
said the government has been demanding Special Category Status for Odisha which will

supplement its efforts in transforming the state.

“We have submitted a detailed memorandum to the Commission. I am hopeful that the
Commission will incorporate all our suggestions and aid in the rapid progress of Odisha,” said
the Chief Minister. He also made special request for granting package for disaster
management.“At least Rs 1,500 crores should be made for our initiatives to built more cyclone

shelters and improve our warning systems,” he added.




Political stability can give mineral-rich
Odisha great future: Finance Commission

By
Odisha Sun Times Bureau

January 9, 2019

(]

New Delhi: The 15th Finance Commission on Tuesday said Odisha with 72 per cent of

India’s mineral resources and a politically-stable environment is nowhere near its true
potential, but with certain initiatives can have a great future.

"With so much mineral wealth, Odisha is truly an example of a state which is nowhere
near reaching its true growth potential... The Commission is of the view that the state of
Odisha has a great future given political stability and other factor endowments,” it said.

The Finance Commission led by Chairman N.K. Singh is on a four-day visit to the state
to hold detailed meetings with the state government led by Chief Minister Naveen



Patnaik during which the Commission will hold discussions on the state’s finances and
other issues.

On Tuesday, the first day of the visit, the Commission members met the
representatives of trade and industries of Odisha.

“The Commission felt that it was ironic that with 72 per cent of India’s mineral
resources, manufacturing sector in Odisha was still very moderate. This has resulted in
low job creation,” the Finance Commission said in a statement.

“Some recent initiatives of the state government have been good and effective, but
deeper changes in the regulatory framework, combined with improved infrastructure
and logistics are needed to make the state truly competitive,” it added.

Later, the Commission will hold meetings with the representatives of various political
parties and those of the Panchayati Raj institutions and Urban Local Bodies of Odisha.

It will undertake field visits to take stock of the state’s poverty eradication program -
Odisha Livelihood Mission. It will also visit the Self Help Groups, Drinking Water
Projects, Cyclone Shelters and other development projects of the state.

Further, the Commission will also review the works undertaken by the Chilika
Development Authority as well as Wetland Research Centre.



15th Finance Commission meets PRI, ULB
representatives

Update Odisha Bureau January 8, 2019 Government

Bhubaneswar: The 15th Finance Commission met the representatives of the Panchayati Raj
Institutions (PRIs) and the Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) here on Tuesday.

The Commission was unanimous that all the three tiers of Panchayati Raj Institutions must get a

part of the financial devolution.
It was felt that enhancing revenue capabilities was essential to their viability.

The Commission was concerned that levying of property tax is still not allowed — it deserved

priority along with other measures to make the PRIs and ULBs self sufficient, felt the
Commission.

At the meeting, the Commission noted that Odisha was a shining example of women
empowerment. 10 of 16 representatives of the PRIs and ULBs were women — actual

representation even beyond legislated 50%.



The 15th Finance Commission had a detailed meeting with the representatives of the trade and

industries representatives of Odisha.

The Commission felt that it was ironic that with 72% of India’s mineral resources,

manufacturing sector in Odisha was still very moderate. This has resulted in low job creation.

With abudant mineral wealth, Odisha is truly an example of a state which is nowhere near
reaching its true growth potential. Some recent initiatives of the State Government have been
good and effective, but deeper changes in the regulatory framework, combined with improved

infrastructure and logistics are needed to make the State truly competitive, felt the Commission.

The Commission is of the view that the state of Odisha has a great future given political stability

and other factor endowments.
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Odisha Chapter of FICCI on
Luesday urged 15th Finance
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£ :f:rles to capture gro potentlal
::of the State.

- The industry body, led by FIC-

":CI’S State Council Chairman
*Subhrakant Panda, submitted
#4ts five-point charter of demands
10 the Commission member who
#45-on a visit to Odisha along with
=fhe chairman to hold discussion
*ﬁflth the State Government on
~Ihe finances and requirements.
«~ »Statmg that Odisha is blessed
-iﬁath immense natural resourc-
as well as along coastline, for-
st, flora and fauna, which glves
_}lse to potential not just in min-
~gral-based industries but other
ﬁﬂlverSIﬁed sectors, FICCI stated
that policy initiatives and finan-
cial support from the Centre

will augment economic activity
and help the State grow rapidly.
“Additional infrastructure by
way of rail, road, ports airports
is necessary to capture the

=zUe.addition.to mineral vesoure, ..

n-f--..

es and diversification into other
sectors,” said State Head Himan-
su Sekhar Sahoo.

Odisha has a significant share
of the country’s reserves of
many minerals and it is essen-
tial to encourage domestic value
addition to harness the multi-
plier effect on employment and
revenue generation. Since min-
eral output is subject to a multi-
tude of levies, FICCI has de-
manded thatall lewes be brought
at par with other mineral rich
economies like South Africa,
Australia and Kazakhstan. The
association of business organi-
sations has also suggested aug-
mentation of existing infra-
structure.
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Fmance panel raises flag over property tax

E’UST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 8: The high--

level panel of the 15th Finance
Commission headed by its chair-
man that is in the state to hold dis-
cussions with different stake-

holders of the administration, -

tax authorities and trade bodies
Tyesday brainstormed on an
argpy of issues.

ZFhe panel Tuesday held meet-
ings with the representatives
from the local urban bodies (ULBs)
and panchayati raj institutions
(PRIs), besides holding delibera-
tions with the representatives of
different trade bodies and polit-
ical parties on fiscal issues in the
federal tax flow. .

According to officials in the
know of the developments, the
quasi-judicial body, which rec-
ommends the President on the

matters related to utilisation of
amount collected as taxes and its
allocation between the Unionand
the state governments, emphaised
on making the local bodies an in-
tegral part of the financial devo-
lution. Meanwhile, people pres-
ent in the meetings were of the
opinion that the time is ripe for the
third-tier government institutions
to increase revenue opporfunities
for their viability.

The Commission, according

1
e a3
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‘to the Union government offi-

cials, was also concerned over
the fact that levying of property
tax is still not allowed and it
opined that the issue deserved pri-
ority along with other measures
to make the PRIs and ULBs self-
reliant. The Commission was
also of the view that the state
has a bright potential given the
political stabmty here and other

factors.

The Commlssmn meanwhile, .

15TH FIN_ANCE COMMISSION

BHUBANESWAR
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appreciated the good represen-
tation of women in the local bod-
ies in the state, but expressed
concerns over the moderate pace
of growth in the manufacturing
sector.

“The 15th Finance Commission
had a detailed meeting with the rep-
resentatives of the trade and in-
dustries representatives of Odisha.
The Commission felt that it was
ironic that though the state ac-
counted for 72% of India's mineral

he panel held meetings with

the representatives from the
local urban bodies, panchayati raj
Institutions, representatives of
different trade bodies and palitic:
parties on fiscal issues

he quasi-judicial body

emphaised on making the
local bodies an integral part of
the financial devolution

'he Commission appreciated

the good representation of
women in the local bodies, but
expressed concerns over the
moderate pace of growth in the
manufacturing sector

resources, the growth of thema
ufacturing sector in Odisha w:
moderate. This has resulted
fewer job creations,” claimed
release issued by the Union gc
ernment after the meeting.

- o
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THE 15th Finance Commission
on Tuesday maintained that
though Odisha has a great fu-
ture, it is truly an example of a
State which is nowhere near
reaching its true growth
potential.

The Commission, led by Nand
Kishore Singh, met representa-
tives of Panchayati Raj Institu-
tions (PRIs), urban local bodies,
trade and industry bodies and
political parties to discuss the
financial situation and how to
bring the state on path
of more development.

== The Commission felt
it was ironic that with
%2 per cent of India’s
~mineral resources, man-
ufacturing sector in Od-
. isha was still very mod-
_rate which has resulted
in low job creation.
“Some recent initiatives
"of the State Govern-
- ment have been good
"'and effective, but deeper
“changes in the regula-
tory frame work, combined with
improved infrastructure and lo-
gistics are needed to make the
state truly competitive,” a mem-
: belj of the Commission
‘maintained. ,
. At the meeting, the Commis-
_'sion noted that Odisha was a
shining example of women em-
. bowerment. Ten of the 16 repre-
‘sentatives of PRIs and ULBs
'who met the Commission were

Q

It was ironic that
with 72 per cent of
India’s mineral
resources,
manufacturing
sector in Odisha
was still very
moderate which
has resulted in low
job creation

Finance Commission

women. The Commission mem-
bers were unanimous in their
view that all the three tiers of
PRIs must get a part of the fi-
nancial devolution. It was felt
that enhancing revenue capa-
bilities was essential to their
viability.

The Commission expressed
concern over the fact levying of
property tax by the PRIs is still
not allowed. It deserves priority
along with other measures to
make the PRIs and ULBs
self-sufficient.

Meanwhile, placing its de-
mand before the Commission,
the ruling BJD demand-
ed revision of coal roy-
alty and green tax. Head
IT Wing and Spokesper- ‘
son Amar Patnaik and
Spokesperson Sasmit
Patra placed the de-
mands on behalf of the
party. The BJD demand-
ed a special fund for
Women SHGs and their
livelihood development{

and capacity building.

The party reiterated
the demand for special
category status for Odisl}a and
increase in the devolution of
funds to the states from 42 to 50
per cent. Besides, other de-
mands included special fund for
Agricultural Marketing Coop-
eratives, appropriate financial
allocation and restoring of pro-
grammes like BRGF and KBE. A
detailed memorandum in this
regard was submitted by the
party to the Commission.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/FMfcgxwBVDBmKWVLYWgNPdRhgHMFT jGh?projector=1&messagePartld=0.17
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Y Odisha has huge potential to become
 driver of Indian economy: FC Chairman

PBD BUREAU/PTI

BHUBANESWAR, JAN 7

HE Fifteenth Finance

I Commission

Monday said Odisha

has a huge scope to

become a driver of India's
economic progress.

"Odisha has a huge
scope in terms of becoming
a driver and among front
leaders of India's f."COﬂOmIC
development  process,"
15th Finance Commission
Chairman N K Singh told
reporters here,

Singh said: "It (Odisha)
has lagged behind, no
doubt. We will try to see
how this can best be
addressed, and the role of
finance commission which
can play in this regard."

Singh was here
Monday for starting the
coggmission’s  three-day

fhsultation  programmo

il

dunn;, which Odisha gov-
ernment will submit its
memorandum  for  2020-
2025.

Singh said the FC will
have wide ranging consul-
tation with the state gov-
ernment, political parties

cerned.

and other stakeholders like
the chambers of commerce.,

"Of course, we have an
important role as far as
three-tire bodies are con-

We will talk to
urban local bodies and
panchayali raj institutions,

So, it is fairly full wide
ranging consultation with
multiple  stakeholders,”
Singh said.

He said that the com-
mission, during its three
day interaction, would
like to understand the

To have consultation with State Govt, Pol parties and Chambers of Commerce

opportunities and chal
lenges of the economi
development of Odisha.

This apart, th
Commission will unde:
take field visits 0 tak
stock of the state goverr
ment’s poverty eradicz
tion programme Odish
Livelihood Missio
(OLM) - an autonomou
society under the asgis o
the Odisha government.

The commissior
members will also visi
Self Help Group:
(SHGs), drinking wate
projects, cvclone shel
ters, and other develop
ment projects.

"The finance commis
sion chairman has arrivec
today and its member:
will come here tomorrow
We will like to project the
state’s requirements for
the next five years from
2020," Finance Minister
SB Behera said.
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! Bhubaneswar: Members of
: the I5th Finance Commission
: (FFC) led by Nanda Kishore
¢ Singh arrived in Odisha on a fi-
: veday visit on Monday: The te-
! am is scheduled to meet chief

i minister Naveen Pamaik, fi-

e R

Con o R .

: nance minister Shashi Bhus-
: han Behera besides members
: of trade and commerce bodies
: and other stakeholders and dis-
: cuss the state’s expectations
: and suggestions on resource al-
: location.

“During our interaction

with the Odisha government
: we would understand the op-

- portunities and challenges for
- ¢ economic development of the

: state,” Singh told the media.

Many states, including
Odisha, are opposing the terms

of reference of the FFC for allo-

cation of resources on the basis

of 2011 census.

Chief minister Naveen Pat-
naik in April 2018 had written to
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-

: di stating that Odisha will suf
: fer financial losses for bringing

its population growth under
control,

Earlier, the 1971 census re-
port was used for central fund
allocation. Odisha is among the
states that recorded lowest (Jo-
cadal population growth rate.

Finance minister Sashi
Bhushan Behera saig different

.................................
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STATE'S

Odishahad opposed the
panel’s terms of reference and
alleged that it favours north
ernstatesthathavehigher
population

» Odisha said the panel should
focus onresource-sharing -

between the Centre and states
based on the respective needs

» The state seeks financial
-autonomy instead of special
category status

» Itwantsrestoration of eight
schemes sponsored by the
Centre like KBK (undivided
Koraput- Bolangir-Kalahandi),
Integrated Action Plan for
Left-wing extremism (LWE)
affected districts, Backward

Regions Grant fund

issues like devolution of cen-
tral funds, sharing of taxes,
grants to PRI bodies, etc, will be
discussed.

“We would submit a memo-
randum to the commission
mentioning the state’s demand
for the overall development of
the state. We are very hopeful
that the commission will consi-
der our demands and needs,”
Behera added.

Sources said the 14th finan-
ce commission had recommen-
ded Rs 1.84 lakh crore towards
thestate’s share in capital taxes
and duties during 201520 aga-

........
.....................................

rth its demands
before finance COMIMISS

n

] [ ]

inst Qdis demand of 4.
lakh crore.
fficial sources said the
BJP-led NDA government has
stopped funding of as many as
eight central schemes in Odis-
ha, including KBK (undivided
Koraput- Bolangir- Kalahandi),
Integrated Action Plan forLefs
wing extremism (LW E) atfec-
gions Grant Fund.

Besides, it also reduced the
Centre’ssharein 24schemes re-
sulting in an additional financi-
al burden on the state govern-
ment.

" The commission will go on
field visits to take stock of the
state government’s povertyera-
dication programme like Odis-

- ha Livelihood Mission (OLM),

self help groups (SHGs), drin-
kKing water projects, cyclone
shelters, etc. The commission
will also review the works un-
dertaken by the Chilika Deve-
lopment Authority and Wet-
land Research Centre.

Besides, the commission
chairman will meet represen-
tatives of Panchayati Raj and
urban local bodies, industry bo-
dies, chambers of commerce
and political parties on Tues-
day. Thechairman willmeetthe
chief minister and his ministe-
rial colleagues on Wedn%c_iay
morning where the chief mini-
ster will submit a memoran-
dum on behalf of the state go-
vernment.

........................
.....................

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/! FMfegxwBVCzdbIWLtVTILBNznQcFtSfq?projector=1&messagePartld=0.9

1M



1/9/2019

The New Indian Express.......jog

O3 swsmesise ruesoav 08.01.2010

| “Odisha has potential to grow:
Finance Commissionhead

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bhubaneswar

.CHAIRMAN of the Fifteenth Fi-
nance Commission Nand Kishore

.Singh on Monday said farm loan

-waivers rested on the state govern-
ments’ decision and discretion and
it was for the Odisha Government to
take a call on the issue.

Singh, who is on a visit to Odisha
to hold discussions with the Gov-
ernment on State's finances and re-
quirements said, “While some
states have recently announced
waiver of farm loan, Odisha Gov-

-ernment has the discretion to take a
call on the issue” Singh arrived
here on Monday while other mem-
bers of the Commission will reach
here tomorrow. Stating that there is
a vast scope for Odisha to grow into

. a developed state, Singh said there

. 1s no reason for the State to lag be-

“hind. “We will see how this can be
addressed,” he said and added there

" will be extensive deliberations on
various aspects including Central
assistance, sharing of taxes, grants
to Panchayati Raj Institutions and
other important issues for three

*days. @

Sources said Odisha Government
will submit memorandum to the
Commission besidés making de-
tailed presentations on the State's

Highlights

Will hold meetings with PRI
representatives and ULBs, trade
bodles, industries assoclations and
political parties on Jan 8

Commission will hold meetings
with State Government,

led by the Chief Minister, on
State’s finances and other issuas
onlJan9

State Govt to submit memorandum
regarding financial planning and
requirements from 2020 to 2025

finances. The Commission would
conduct an in-depth study of the re-
cent developments and future pos-
sibilities of the economic growth
and development in the State.
Finance Minister Shashi Bhusan
Behera told mediapersons that the
Government will submit a memo-
randum regarding financial plan-
ning and requirements from 2020 to
2025, to the Finance Commission.

-“The Commission will hold discus-

sions on the overall development of
the State. We hope the discussion
will be beneficial for Odisha,” he
said.

The State Government has, how-
ever, strongly opposed the Terms of

Reference (ToR) of the Commis-
sion, saying it may adversely impact
devolution of resources to the State.
The Government is of the opinion
that flow of funds will decline as
population data of 2011 has been
adopted as the base. It has demand-
ed that 1971 census should be taken
as the base as it will reflect the
State's efforts in stabilising the
population.

“Our main suggestions during
the consultation prior to the notifi-
cation of the ToR appear to have
been ignored. I would, therefore, re-
quest your personal intervention so
that the issues are appropriately ad-
dressed,” Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik had said in a letter to PM
Narendra Modi in April 2018.

Naveen had said the Presidential
order on ToR of the Commission
has made significant departure
from ToR of the previous Finance
Commission. “On horizontal devo-
lution, ToR makes a radical depar-
ture by mandating the Commission
to use population data of 2011 while
making its recommendations. Popu-
lation criterion is a very important
factor in determination of share of
a State in divisible pool,” he said.

The Commission will hold meet-
ings with Government, led by Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik, on State's
finances on January 9.
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“I5TH FINANCE COMMISSION IN STATE

The commission will hold meetings with CM, Ministers & the representatives of
Phl(nuiLJIBst:adclnnﬁes1ndu5n);a9uMJanonsandxmu:ouspohﬂcalparueq

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 7: Odisha
has the potential to become a
leading economic power of the
country, However, the state is
lagging behind, chairman of
the 15th Finance Commission
NK Singh said here Monday:.
After arriving at the Biju
Patnaik International Airport,
Singh, who heads a team of
the Fifteenth Finance

‘ ‘ Odisha has :
huge potentials |

in terms of becoming the

. driver and leader of :
india's economic :
dwe%apmeﬁ: process. i

has lagged behind ne “

doulht, We'll try and see
how the issues can be

. best addressed and
what the role Finance
Commission can play in

. this regard

" NK SINGH |
FINANCE COMMISSION CHAIRMAN

Comumission, said “Odisha has
huge potentials in terms of be-
coming the driver and leader
of India's economic develop-
ment process. It has lagged be-
hind no doubt. We'll try and see
how the issues can be best ad-
dressed and what the role

Finance Commission can play

in this regard.”

“We have received the mem-
orandum of the state govern-
ment which is very wide-rang-
ing and we'll certainly have
further discussion on this,”
he pointed out.

Commenting on farm loan
waiver, Singh said, “While
some states have recently an-
nounced waiving farm loan,
Odisha government has the
discretion to take a call on this
issue.

He also made it clear that
the Commission isnot going to
discuss farm loan waivers or
other supports.

The Commission chlef fur-
ther said discussions will be
held for the economic devel-
opment of the state during its
(the Commission’s) visit to the
state, '

Singh added that the
Commission will hold detailed
meetings with the Chief
Minister and the state gov-
ernment officers regarding
state's finances and other issues.

The Commission will hold

detailed meetings with the
r epresentatwes of the
Panchayati Raj Institutions
and Urban Local Bodies
(ULBs) of the state, the rep-
resentatives of trade bodies,
industry associations and with
representatives of various po-
litical parties.

The Commission is also
scheduled to undertake field
visits to take stock of the state
government'’s poverty eradi-
cation programme Odisha
Livelihood Mission (OLM),
an autonomous society under
the aegis of the state gov-
ernment. _

The Commission would hold
discussion with the Chief
Minister and Ministers
Wednesday. The state govern-
ment will submit a memo-
randum to the Commission.

The Commission will leave

ITINERARY

JANUARY 8
Meetings with representatives of
PRI, ULB, trade associations, indus-
try bodies and political parties

JANUARY 9

Meeting of FC chalrman with Chief
Minister. The Commission will also
hold discussion with CM along with
ministers and senior officials of
state government. Press conference
by the Chairman

for Puri and from there they
will visit Chilika (Nalabana)
Thursday.

While the commission
Chairman will leave Odisha
Wednesday, the other mem-
bers of the team will leave’

January 11.

ABOUT XV-FC

The Fifteenth Finance Commission of India abbreviated as
XV-FC is the national Finance Commission constitutedin
November 2017. Its duty is to recommend devolution of
taxes and other fiscal matters for the next five fiscal years,
commencing from April 1, 2020. NK Singh is the chairman
of the Commission and its full-time members include
Shaktikanta Das, Ashok Lahiri and Anoop Singh. It is to be
noted here that it was constituted by the Centre after
getting approval from the President through a notification
in The Gazette of india dated November 27, 2017
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consultations with stakeholders in State

PBD BUREAU
BHUBANESWAR, JAN, 8

THE 15th Finance Commission
which began consultations with
various stakeholders in the State
had a detailed meeting with the
representatives of the Trade and
1nduslrh_s npresentatwea

ol lﬂlhﬂ‘ s lHI'HL‘hiI resources, mant-

facturing sector in Odisha was still
very moderate. This has resulted in
low job creation. With so much
mineral wealth, Odisha is truly an
example of a State which is
nowhere near reaching its true
growth potential, the Commission
felt. :

The Commission was of the
opinion that some recent initiatives
of the State Government have been
good and effective, but deeper
changes in the regulatory frame-
work, combined with improved

HHUBAQESWA&
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15TH FINANCE ce\n

with

infrastructure and logistics, are
needed to make the State truly
competitive. The Commission was

of the view that the State of

Odisha has a great future given
political stability and other factors.

The Commission met repre-
sentatives of the Panchayati Raj
Institutions (PRIs) and the Urban
Local Bodies(ULBs). It was unani-

mous that all the three tiers of
Panchayati Raj Institutions must
get a part of the financial devolu-
tion." It was felt that enhancing
revenue capabilities was essential
to their viability.

The Commission was con-
cerned that levying of property
tax is still not allowed. It deserved
priority along with other meas-

ures to make the PRIs and ULE

self sufficient, felt the
Commission.
At the meeting the

Commission noted that Odishs
was a shining example of women
empowormcm 10 of 16 represen-
tatives of the PRIs and ULBs wert
women, even bevond the legislat-
ed 50%, the Commission said.

—




1/9/2019 The Times of India......jpg

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

_Finance panel meets trade bodles

Bhubaneswar: The 15th Finance Com- thecommission expressed concernover
mission on Tuesday started their Odis- Odisha’s moderate manufacturing sec-
ha visit by meeting representatives of tor despite having the reserve of 72% of
the panchayati raj institutions (PRIs), . India’s mineral resources.

urban local bodies (ULBs), industry as- Appreciating some recent initiati-
sociations, trade bodies and membersof ves of the state government, the com-
various political parties. _ mission suggested for deeper changes

According to an official statement, -inthe regulatory framework. mw
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Sambad....Stakeholders demand more funds for Odisha befare 15th Finance Commission.jpg
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| aritri....15th Finance Commission visits Odisha, Says Odisha has immense potential to become the driver of Indian economic growth.jpg
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1/9/2019 Nirbhaya...15th Finance Commission is on a four day tour to Odisha.jpg
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Prameya....

15th Finance Commission in Odisha, Commission to meet CM, State Government Officials, Business establishments & Politica. ..
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Pragativadi....15th Finance Commission is on a four day tour to Odisha.jpg
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15th Finance Commission praises State, Also raises a few concerns.jpg
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Nitidin...Odisha demands for Rs 8.24 Lakh Cr assistance before 15th Finance Commission.jpg
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QOdisha Bhaskar....

QOdisha demands for special category status before 15th Finance Commission.jpg
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FIN PANEL SINGH(S) PAEANS OF KALIA SCHEME

Bhubaneswar, Jan 9: The Chairman
of the 15th Finance Commission
NEK Singh while interacting with the
meia here Wednesday, lauded the re-
cently launched Krushak Assistance
for Livelihood and Income
Augmentation (KALIA) and discussed
several facets of fiscal issues con-
fronting the state. Excerpts:

KALIA scheme

His in some way the best which has

been conceived sofar. It is our hope and
expectation that the implementation of
the scheme and identification of bene-
ficiaries would be completed in a man-
ner which is met with credibility and
transparency:

issues confronting Odisha

Odisha has the benefit of political sta-
bility. Very significant growth has been
made to reduce poverty although the fig-

| ures are still higher than the national

- average. In terms of per capita income,
- there has been improvement but it has.

to go a long way.

Healthcare in the state
Strengthening the total number of

medical colleges and improving the

doctors’ availability is needed.

Avaﬂablhty of one doctor for 8000-10000
population is not a welcome picture.
Auditing and monitoring to boost the
- Primary Health Centres are also sig-
nificant.

Disaster mitigation
It will be the Commission’s endeav-

. our what we can do to further strengthen

Odisha’s capability in respect of han-
dling disasters and in terms of mitigation
measures.

Special status demand
The issue of special status is not
under the purview and Terms of

Reference of the Finance Commission.

We will be transgressing if we are en-
tering into the rationale for special
category status. The only thing that
the last Finance Commission did was
it sald that it was not appropnate toclas-

31fy states into categories but it was their
intention to examine their fiscal sce-
nario of each individual state instead
of grouping of states into one cate-
gory from others.

GST compensation

We are studying the impact of GST.
As regards the continuation of the
GST scheme (compensation) for five
years or 10 years and the compensation
cessto continue, the Finance Minister
of Odisha is a member of the GST
Council and this is a decision entirely
of the GST Council and not the Finance
Commission.

DATE EXTENDED TO INCLUDE MORE FARMERS

BHUBANESWAR : In the wake of some !

untoward incidents reported from var-
ious places across the state over rush
for inclusion in KALTA'scheme, the state
government Wednesday extended the
last date for submission of applications
toJanuary 15.

Earlier; the date for submission of
applications for the Krushak Assistance
for Livelihood and Income Augmentation
(KALIA) scheme was January 10. The
decision was taken at a meeting held
under the chairmanship of Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik here

Wednesday. The CM decided to post~

pone the last date of application in

view of the interest of the farmers.
Likewise, the second phase of sub-

mitting applications will be from _

January 25 to February 5. The date of
the third phase will be decided later: The
CM also said that it should be ensured
that every eligible farmer is included
in the scheme. Meanwhile, the agri-
culture secretary, Saurabh Garg, has
directed all the Collectors to appoint
district level observers for each block
in their districts to supervise proper

execution of KALIA scheme.

The Collectors were asked to appoint
senior officers tike ADM, PD-DRDA,
PA-ITDA, sub-collectors and other sen-
ior officers forthe purpose.

Further, Garg instructed the officers
to inform PSUs and Central govern-

~ment offices for exclusion of their em-
ployees from the draft farmers list dis-
played in GP office by depositing the Red
form. “In case of urgency/non-avail-
ability of the forms, photocopy of green
and red forms can be utilised to avoid
any adverse situation,” he advised.
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Finance panel praises KALIA

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@__phubqnew{ar

THE 15th Finance Commission
on Wednesday praised Krushak
Assistance for Livelihood and In-
come Augmentation (KALIA)
scheme launched by the State
Government on New Year eve.

Praising the scheme which is.

considered to be a better alterna-
tive to farm loan waiver, Com-
mission Chairman NK Singh
said, “KALIA is the best con-
ceived scheme so far.

The Commission, which dis-
cussed KALIA scheme with the
State Government, said the chal-
lenge before the Government is
identification of the beneficiar-
ies. Identification of intended
beneficiaries would meet the
benchmark of transparency and
credibility. If implemented prop-
erly, it will immensely benefit the
distressed farmers, they added.

In the area of agriculture, Sin-
gh said an enormous amount of
effort is going into improving lift
irrigation and other innovative
agriculture practices, but much

Phase 1deadline
extended

The first phase deadline for
submission of application form for
enrolment in KALIA scheme has
been extended till January 15. A
decision to this effect was taken by
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
while reviewing implementation of
the scheme on Wednesday. The
decision came after many villages
complained that eligible farmers
have not been able to register due
to unavailability of application
forms at panchayat offices.

more needs to be done in terms
of crop diversification and im-
provement of yield of paddy and
other crops.

“Since the contribution of pri-
mary sector continues to be
large, this is an area where I
think we would be happier to see
much greater and more signifi-
cant progress,” he added.

Noting that Odisha is on a high
growth trajectory, Singh said, “It
will be the Commission’s endeav-

our to try and strengthen the
State’s efforts for long-term sus-
tained development and well-bal-
anced economic growth which
enables Odisha’s comparative
factor advantages to be fully real-
ised in terms of downstream
manufacturing activity and job
creation capabilities. The aug-
mentation of agricultural sector
will have a very important role to
play,” he added.

Acknowledging that disasters
continued to be very challenging,
the Commission said the State
has earned global praise for the
success it achieved in minimis-
ing adverse effects on infrastruc-
ture and human life. .

He said the State Government
has placed some specific propos-
als before the Commaission on
strengthening the disaster miti-
gation strategy; disaster preven-
tion strategy and disaster man-
agement in general, including .
the amounts of resources made
available for State Disaster Man-
agement Funds. “We will look at
these proposals in a constructive
spirit,” he assured.
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of our ambit, says Finance panel

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Bhubaneswar

THE 15th Finance Commis-
sion on Wednesday brushed
aside the State Government’s
demand for Special Category
status to Odisha, stating the is-
sue was out of its ambit.
“Grant of Special Category
status to States is not included
in the Terms of Reference of
—the Finance Commission. We

will not like to comment.one .

way or the other on an issue
whichi is not in olir purview,”
said Chairman of the Finance
Commission N K Singh.

In his presentation to the Fi-
nance Commission, Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik had
made a strong plea for grant of
special category status to Odi-
sha, which is a frequent victim

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik with Finance Commission Charman N K Singh
in Bhubaneswar on Wednesday | express

submitted in the memoran-
dum”, Singh said.

Responding to the CM's de-
mand for increasing tax devo-
lution from 42 per cent to 50
per cent, Singh averred it was
a core concern of the Commis-
sion. The Commission hopes
to get the detailed submission
of the Central Government in
this connection within a
month. The financial projec-
tion of the Centre will enable
the Commission to finalise
how resources will be distrib-
uted among States.

On the issue of fiscal auton-
omy being raised by the Chief
Minister from time to time,
the latest in New Delhi on
Tuesday, the Chairman said
fiscal autonomy is guaranteed
in the Constitution itself. But
fiscal autonomy pursued by

1_ G'ranting Special Category status out

of natural disaster and Cen- pattern of Centrally-spon- compensation for another 10 unconditional transfer of re-
tral neglect. sored schemes from 60:40 to years. sources needs a kind of frame-

The State Government sub- 90:10 along with projections “The GST Council is theap- work which will be acceptable
mitted a memorandum seek- for revenue deficit in the pre- propriate forum for taking up to the demand and should be
ing a special package to Odis- devolution statistics. It had the compensationdemand. We considered more carefully, he
ha and increasing sharing also sought extension of GST will examine the other issues stated. MORE: P2

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?pli=1#inbox/FMfcgxwBVDCvinWCbkjBGflbLdSwGzsr?projector=18&messagePartld=0.24 1/2
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| Political stability pushed Odisha’s

growth rate: Finance panel chief

PBD BUREAU/PTI
BHUBANESWAR, JAN 9

THE 15th Finance Commission
Wednesday said though political sta-
bility pushed Odisha's growth rate,
the state witnessed inconsistency in
its economy.

"Odisha has benefited from con-
tinued political stability. However, the
growth rate remained votatile and
inconsistent, may be due to frequent
disasters,” Finance Commission chair-
man N K Singh told reporters here.

"In order to maintain a higher
growth trajectory, the State has to rely
upon poverty eradication initiatives
and has to go a long way to raise per
capita income," Singh said.

Singh, however, lauded overall
financial management of the State
and said the country’s macro-eco-
nomic fundamentals remain strong,

being continuously strengthened *

with the joint effort of Centre and
State Government during last five
years.

On the commission's observation
after deliberations with the state
govenrment during its current visit,
Singh apprediated several steps taken
by the state government for progress.

Regardmg Odisha's demands,
Singh said: "we will exmine all the
issues raised by the state government
and made recommendations.”

Singh said the state has raised the
issue of increasing the tax devolution
from 42 per cent to 50 per cent and

T — i

stressed on the need for Special
Category Status for Odisha.

On the demand of Special
Category Status for Odisha, Singh
said: the issue of special category sta-
tus have been raised by many states,
particularly by Andhra Pradesh and

Bihar.

"This issue does not come under
the purview and terms of reference of
our Commission. It is not in our man-
date,” he said.

The only thing the last finance
commission had said that it is not
appropriate to classify states, Singh
said

On agriculture sector,
Commission made a point on how to
raise rice and food production which
will help reduce poverty in the State.
The Commission also complimented
Odisha for reduction in poverty
across the State.

We feel still the state has to travel
some distance to cover to level of
poverty and per cpita income with
the national standards,” he said.

On -the health sector, the

Chairman said that while Odisha was
doing well in IMR and MMR, the
ratio of number of doctor to popula-
tion was well below acceptable level.

He therefore, said that there was
need of more medical colleges and
institutes to improve the quality of
health care espedially in rural Odisha.

In the education sector, the
Commission felt that Odisha required
to put more emphasis in the sphere of
R&D and also in HRD. Multipronged
development is required in the pri-
mary, secondary and higher second-
ary education sector.

The Commission assured the
State Government of support in the
issue of clean energy cess to be spent
on coal mine areas as has been pro-
posed by the State Government. The
Commission also promised the State
to give its full consideration on the
State’s proposals on disaster manage-
ment and other matters.

Commission has also discussed
project ‘KALIA’ with the State
Government. They hoped that identi-

" fication of intended beneficiaries

would meet the benchmark of trans-
parency and credibility. Commission
also said it will look into the demand
of revenue deficit grant to the State.
Asked about the issue of farm
loan waiver, Singh said it is up to the
states to consider what financial space

is available for them.
Earlier, the Commission had

interaction with representatives of
various political parties and other
stakeholders in the state

AN . . -

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?pli=1#inbox/FMfcgxwBVDCvinWCbkjBGflbLdSwGzsr?projector=1&messagePartld=0.25
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CM demands raising of

ax devolution to 50pc

Alleges successive governments at the

P,D BEHEAUIPU
BHUBANESWAR, JAN 9

HIEF Minister
‘. Naveen PPatnaik

today demanded an
increase in the share of
stales in net taxes to 50
per cent from the current
42 per cont and a 'special
category' status for the
state.

. Addressing  the 15th
Finance Commission
which is currently visiting
the state, the chief minis-
ter. also demanded that
cess and surcharges be
made part ol divisible
poel and 1971 population
be used as criteria for tax
devolution.

Amaong the major sug-
peslions to the
Commission, Patnaik
sought extension of GST
compensation for another
10 years and clean energy
cess to be spent in coal
mining arcas.

I'he  chief minister
alleged  that  successive
governments  at  the
Centre  have neglected

Oxdisha, which frequently
faces natural calamilies.

! Patnaik also made a
special  request  for a
Disaster Management
package and sought at
leist Rs 1,500 crore for the
state’s initiatives to build
more cyclone shelters and
improve warning = Sys-
fems.

Noting that the state's
transformation has been
romarkable and growth
inclusive, Patnaik said,
“Unfortunately successive
srnments have

central govi
£ « Odisha

ensured  that

remains at the bottom in
tele-intensity, railway net-
work, banking and high-
ways”.

"It is in this premise of
historic Central neglect
and frequent natural
calamities that my gov-
ernment  has been
demanding Special
Category  Status  for
Odisha ‘which will sup-
plement our efforts in
transforming the state,”
he said.

The state government,
he said, has submitted a
detailed memorandum to
the Finance Commission.

1 am hopeful that the
Commission will incorpo-
rale all our suggeslions
and aid in the rapid
progress of Odisha,” he
said.

The 15th Finance
Commission Tuesday had
observed  Odisha  was
nowherenear reachingdts

GOVERN

true growth polential
despite being mineral-rich.

The commission, under
the chairmanship of N K
Singh, made the observa-
tions during interaction
with various trade and
industry bodies here on the
first day of its three-day
consultation programme,

Stating that Odisha's
economy is on a path of
steady growth, Patnaik
said against all odds, it
has registered reasonable
growth in recent years
with an annual growth of
about 10 per cent in 2016-
17 and above 6.5 per cent
in 2017-2018.

From a food grain-
deficit state, it has become
the third largest contribu-
tor to the PDS - playing a
major role in the food
security of Lthe nation, he
oullined.

Overcoming financial
bankruptcy, the slate is

ODISTIR

OF U

now known for its excel-
lence in financial admin-

Finance panel to submit

report by e

istration, the chief minis-
ter said.

“Ending  corruption
and nepotism, the state is
now known for trans-
parency and anti-corrup-
tion measures”, Patnaik
said.

Odisha has brought
about the highest poverty
reduction in the country
with 24.61 purcunmg}-
points decline and B0
lakh persons coming out
of poverty in last decade.

The state has also

esl industrial

mary focus, he said
adding "We are the lead-
ing state in
Housing completing a
record 20 lakh houses
since 2014.

nd of 2019: Singh

BHUBANESWAR: THE
Finance Commission Chairman
N K Singh Wednesday said the

commission would submit its

report to the Centre by the end
of 2019.

This was revealed by Singh
while interacting with . the
reparters here. He said Odisha

was the 16th state where the commission has so far
visited and interacted with stake holders.
“I think, our work is halfway through. The com-

mission will visit eight more ;
obliged to submit our recommendations by
this year," Singh said.

During his visi
members met and
holders like state

states. We will be
end of

t, Singh said the commission
interacted with different stake
government, political parties,

members of the three-tier panchavati raj institu-

tions, urban local budies and representatives of the
trade and commerae, — % .

PBD

https:/mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?pli=1#inbox/F MfcgxwBVDCvfnWCbkjBGflbLdSwGzsr?projector=1&messagePartld=0.26

15th

achieved one of the high- |
growth !
rates in the country while
keeping people as the pri- |
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State Govt seeks over
78 lakh crore from Fifth

Finance Commission

| TATHYA

BHUBANESWAR, JAN 9

STATE Government has
presented a requirement of
Rs.8,24,644 crore during
next five years of 2020-25 to
the  Fifteen * Finance
Commission (FFC).

It has projected the
requirement of Rs.6,71,365
crore to meet pre-devolu-

| tion revenue deficit, on

state specific need it
requires Rs.87,520 crore, for
disaster response Rs.11,875
crore and grants to urban
and rural local bodies’ proj-
ects Rs 53,884 crore.

Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik presented the pro-
jection to the panel here
today. 4

For funding the devel-
opmental needs of the

! urban and rural local bod-

i ies, it has been urged that

FFC should raise the level

. of transfer to PRI and ULBs
. from existing level of 3.05
. per cent to at least 5 per
| cent of the Divisible Pool in
. order to meet the infra-
. structure deficit and also

improve the quality of
Public Services in both
Rural and Urban Areas

| across the Country.

Odisha  Government
said that this enhancement
of funding share will
improve their capacity (o
raise resources.

On  requirement  of
rural local bodies Rs 33,574
crore has been projected,
while for urban local bod-
ies requirement is Rs.20,

- 310 crore, so total is Rs

53,884 crore for both the
seclors,
The Government also

(SDRF) size is needed to be
Rs.11,875 crore and it may
be borne . by, Union
Government entirely.

However, for disaster
mitigation an amount of
Rs.25,752 crore may be pro-
vided to the State during
2020-25, said sources.

On state  specific
requirement, highest
amount of Rs 25,000 crore
has been asked for Piped
Water Supply to Al
scheme in the State.

This is an ambitious
programme and the State

Government plans to pro- .

vide Piped Water Facility
for the entire population,

- the sources added.

Odisha being a flood
prone State, it has been
asked for an amount of
Rs.11,816 crore for flood
management and specifi-
cally for master plan for
Mahanadi Basin under
state specific requirement.

For building up of
cyclone and flood resilient
electrical distribution sys-
tem an amount of Rs.7736
crore has been asked by the

. State Government.

Rural connectivity is a.

" Kilometers

the State Government has
urged- FEC to allocate
Rs.5175 Crore for connect-
ing the unconnected, offi-
cials say. :
While 46,972 .
roads have
been constructed under

‘PMGSY in the State, funds

are not available for main-
tenance of five year old
completed PMGSY Roads.

So the State .;
Government has urged
FFC to allocate Rs.5851
crore for such roads laid in
rural areas of the state.

For up-gradation of
Ashram Schools to High .
Schools, the - State !
Govemnment has sought Rs
2450 crore and Rs 2000 .
crore for up-gradation of

"High Schools to Higher

Secondary Schools.

The State Government
also urged the FFC to allo-
cate Rs.1905 crore for
Infrastructure required in
elephant corridor to pre-
vent electrocution of jum- -,
bos.

For various other state
specific requirement , the
State  Government has
sought Rs.21.687 crore.
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CMdemandsraising of taxdevolutionto50pc

Addressing15th Finance Commission,CM alsowanted cessand surcharge

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
EHUBANESWAR, 9 JANUARY

terating his charge of cen-

tral nieglect, Chiel Minis-

ter Naveen Patnaik today
demanded increasein tax
devolution from 42 per cent
to 50 per cent, GST compen-
ation for another 10 years,
Special Categary Status and
2 specizl package of Rs 1500
crore for disaster mitigation.

Addressing the 15th Finance
Commission here the Chiel
Minister also wanted cessand
surcharges tohemade part of
the divisible poolso that states
get & share.

He emphasised that the
Clean Energy Cess being col-
| leciedbythe centreshould be

speEnt in the mining area.

Chairman, Finance Com-
an, N Singh, members
~commission metthe CM
and councilof ministers as well
2+ nief secretary and officers.
The Chief Minister who
ee1) rzising his vaice for

1oy, szid “unfor-
eeessive Central
2 ensured
i nzins ai the bot-
ntele-intensity, railway

MEETING
with

15TH FINANCE COMMISSION

network, banking, highways
compounded by neglect in
Industrial corridor, coal roy-
alty, Drinking water and Irri-
gation and cutting off funds
for Scheduled Areasand KBK”.

“It is in this premise of
historic Central neglect and
frequent natural calamities that
my government has been
demanding Special Categ
oryStatus for Odisha”, said the
CM.

Hehighlighted theachieve-
mentsof his government say-
ingagainst all odds, the state
has registered reasonable
growth performance inrecent
years with annual growth of
about 10 percent in 2016-17
and above 6.5 percent in 2017-
2018.

Today, Odisha has set a
globalbenchmarkin disaster
management, he noted.

From a state which was

doing subsistence agricul-
ture to becoming an agricul-
turally progressive state and
winning the Krishi Karman
Award five imes in last seven
years and is the only State to
have doubled farmers' incomes
in the last one decade.
Thestateis the third largest
contributortothe PDS, it has
registered the sharpest decline
in the IMR.
* The poverty reduction is

Ry <

highest in the country at
24.61 percentage points with
80 lakh people coming out of
poverty in last 10 years.

From a Stateknown far cor-
ruptionand nepotismtoa State
known for transparency and
anti-corruption measures,
said the CM. v

Thestatehasalso clocked
the highestindustrial growth
rates in the country , he
claimed.

“We are known for keep-
ing.our promise to our peo-
ple. We are the leading State

in Rural Hou
sing completing a record 20
lakh houses since 2014” stat-
ed Mr Patnaik,

The Biju Swasthya Kalyan
Yojana provides near univer-
sal health coverage, “Skill
ed in Odisha” is fast becom-
ing a global brand and Mis-
sion Shakti with over 70 lakh

stobemade partofthedivisible poolsothatstatesgeta share

womenisasilentmovement,
he said.

On other achievements,
the CM claimed since 2014 we
have created additional irri-
gation potential of 8 lakh
hectares and will surpass our
bold target of 10lakh hectares
by April 2019,

“Our pace of transforma-
tionhasbeen remarkable an
our growth hasbeeninclusive”
he added.



1/12/2019

The Statesman.........jpg

be mamtamed while identi-

- Odisha’sgrowthis volatzle and inconsistence, saysNK Singh

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 9 JANUARY:

Odisha’s growth is volatile and
inconsistence, quality of health
care in rural areas has to be
improved, observed Mr N K
Singh, Chairman, 15th Finance
Commission.

The Commission was of the
view that, the State though
achieved higher growth rate,
oftenitremained significantly
volatile and inconsistence.

In order to maintain a
higher growth trajectory, the
State has to rely upon pover-
tyeradicationinitiatives and
has to go a long way to raise
per capita income.

. However, Commlssmn
lauded overall financial man-
agement of the State.

The Chairman Mr Singh
said country’s macro-eco-
nomic fundamentals remain
strong and being continu-
ously strengthened with the
joint effort of Centre and

State Government during last
five years.

While comphmentmg
Odisha for reduction in pover-
ty across the State, the Com-
mission felt that it still had
some distance to cover to
level with the national Stan-

dards.

The ratio of doctor topop- ..

ulation was well below accept-
able levels.

The Commission assured
the State Government of sup-
port in the issue of clean
energy cess to be spent on coal
mine areas as has been pro-

T %
T

While compllmentmg

Odisha for reduction

in poverty across the
State, the Commission

felt that it still had

some distance to
cover to level with the
national standards

posed by the State Govern-

- ment.

Italso promised to consider
the state proposal on disas-

‘ter management and bther

matters.
Mr Singh praised the
Krushak Assistance for Liveli-

hood and Income Augu-

mentation:(KALIA) recently
launched by the Odisha gov-
emment forthe empowerment

~ of farmers.

Mr Singh dubbed i 1tas best
scheme launched in the coun-
try for the welfare of the farm-
ers but ttansparency should

.wnm‘

fying the beneficiaries and

- implementing the scheme, he

remarked.

In Education- sector,Mr
Singhsaid thereisneed to give
moreimportance to Human
resources, research and devel-

~opment of education.

Multipronged develop-
ment is required in the primary,
secondary and higher sec--
ondary education sector, he

remarked.
" QOdisha, the Finance Comi-

mission Chairman said has
political stability and good

-leadership and high poten-

tial for growth.

~ Replying to a question to
increase tax devolution frorn
42:to 50 per cent, hesaid the .
tommission would take a
decisionontheissueafterget-

‘ting the details on it.

He also favoured the view
that cess and surcharge should
be brought within the divis-

ible pool.

e o e S SV
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‘inance panel head
lauds Kalia scheme

Times News Nerwog

|

Bhubaneswa: The
man of the 15413 Finance Com-
mission, N K fingh, on We-
nesday lauced ¢ [estate govern.
ment's Krushal Assistance for
Livelihood ang Income Aug-
mentation  (Kalia) scheme,
which is an altgynage measure
to farm loan wiiver:

Rospomllug to media queri-
es on farm ltl:%:l waiver; Singh

chair-

said it is for the state govern-
ment to consider baged on the
fiscal space available with it
within the ovdrall parameters
of macro stability, debt burden
and fiscal defigit,

“As far as Odisha is concer-
ned, they have not gone for
En'lllloanwai;EL'hutlalmched
the Kalia schaime. It is a much
better schemt{e to addvess the

- problems of small and margi-

:nal farmers, iwho have debt

burden,” said Singh,

Singh said the issue of
farm loan wdiver needs to be
addressed in the context of en-
suring India’s long fought batt-
le on macro-economic stability
“The country’s macro-econo-
remain
strong for progress of the co-
untry and is being continuous-
ly strengtheried with the joint
effortof the Centre and the sta-
- tegovernments during the last

: ﬁveyeam."lzeadded.

Responding on the state’s
economic growth, the FC cha-
irman said though Odisha has

* achieved higher growth rate, it

" remains significantly volatile
and inconsistent.

" “To maintain a higher
growth trajectory, the state has
to rely on poverty eradication
initiatives and has to go along
way in raising per capita inco-
me,” he added.

He alsp appreciated Odis-
ha's overall financial manage-

e TOI

Chairman of 15th Finance
Commission, N K Singh, speaks
to media in Bhubaneswar

Deadline extended

Bhubaneswar: Chief
minister Naveen Patnaik on
Wednesday directed district
officials to extend the last
date of submitting the
inclusion or exclusion forms
under the Krushak Assistance
for Livelihood and Income
Augmentation (Kalia)
schemetill January 15. The
previous deadline was
January 10. Tnn

ment over the years, He said
the debt burden is well within
the permissiblelimits.

While discussing about the
agriculture sector, the FC sug-

" gested to raise rice and food:

Production that will help redu-
cepoverty”

Despite state’s performan-
ce in infant mortality rate and
maternal mortality rate, Singh
expressed concern over the ra-
tio of number of doctors to the
population which is well below
the acceptable level.

He suggested opening of
more medical colleges and in-
stitutes to improve the quality
of healthcare, particularly in
rural Odisha. The FCalsoadvi-
sed to improve the educational
infrastructure in the state.

https://mail.google . com/mail/u/0/?pli=1#inbox/FMfcgxwBVDCvinWCbkjBGHlt
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Bhubaneswar: 1Jhe state
government on Wednesday
sought Rs 824 lakh crore
from the 15th Finance Com-
mission towards 1he state's
share in central sixes and
duties for the peripd of 2020-
25. |

The demand also inclu-
des a special package of Rs
1500 crore (over the regular
grants ondisasterresponse)
towards strengthening dis-
aster preparedneks and Rs
200 crore for dew';{upment of
PuriJagannath Temple.

In 2 memorandum sub-
mitted to the Finiince Com-
mission here, chief mini-
ster Naveen Patnfuik deman-
ded a hike in the idevolution
of central taxes and duties
for various states from the
existing 42 per centto 5) per
cent. The state alspsought a
funding pattemjﬁf 90:10 in

....................................................................................................................................
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STATE'S DEMANDS

1§ETING

Naveen with mémbers of ihe
15th Finance Commission

» Naveencriticizes Centre
forexcluding Odishafrom
theindustrial corridor,
non-revision of coal royalty,
poordrinking water grants,’
reductionin backward
regions fund and poor bank-
ingand highways networks

» Odishahasasked the Centre tofinance the entire State
Disaster Response Fund against the existing 90:10 ratio. The
requirementis projected at Rs 11,875 crore for 2020-25

» The commission was asked to recommenda90:10 fund-
ing pattern incentrally-sponsored schemes for Odisha like
itisinnortheasternand Himalayanstates

centrally sponsored sche-
mes on a par with northeas-
ternand Himalayan states.
Among others, making
cess and surcharges as part
of the divisible pool betwe-
en Centre and states, using
1971 population data as devo-
lution criteria of central

taxes, extension of GST
compensation foranother10
years (beyond the five-year
period ending 2022) and
spending clean energy cess
in coal mining areas are so-
me of the other suggestions
put forward by Naveen befo-
re the commission.

Though details of the
memorandum have not be-
enmadepublic, sourcessaid
Odisha demanded Rs 6.71
lakh crore towards revenue
deficit share, Rs 87,520 crore
for state specific needs, Rs
11,875 crore under disaster
response grants and Rs
53,884 crore towards pan-
chayati raj institutions and
urbanlocal bodies.

The 14th Finance Com-
mission had recommended

. Rs 1.84 lakh crore towards

the state’s share in central
taxes and duties during the
period of 201520 against
Odisha’s demand of Rs 4.59
lakh crore. .Naveen, during
the meeting, justified the
state’s demand for special

package to deal with disas-

ter management saying
Odisha faces natural cala-
mities every alternate year.
“The special package will be
utilized for our initiatives to

build more cyclone shelters
and improve the disaster
warning systems,” the chief
ministersaid.

At present, the state has
879 multi-purpose cyclone
shelters while the govern-
ment recently commissio-
ned early warning dissemi-
nationsystems by settingup
122 warning towers, sources
said.

Talking the state’s
growth story, Naveen said,
“Against all odds, the state
has registered reasonable
growth performance in re-
cent years with annual
growth'of about 10 per cent
in 201617 and above 6.5 per
centin 2017-18."

The chief minister also
spoke on central neglect on
many aspects and attribu-
ted it to one of the reasons
behind the demand for spe-
cial status for Odisha.

“It is n; theL premise of

Govt seeks 8.24L cr from Centre’s tax kitty

historic central neglect and
frequent natural calamities
that my government has be-
en demanding special cate-
gory status for Odisha
which will supplement our
efforts in transforming the
state,” headded.

N K Singh, chairman of
the Finance Commission,
lauded the government's ef-
forts in disaster manage-
ment and stated that the
commission will examine
demands placed before it in
aconstructivespirit. “Disas-
ter continues to be a chal-
lenge for the state. But Odis-
hahas done a commendable
job in terms of disaster ma-
nagement and earned glo-
balrecognition. It will bethe
endeavour of the commis-
sion,lookingatthe impactof
disasters on the economy; to
help the state to further en-
hance its capabilities,”
Singhsaid.




